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Spot Light

DECA’s 3E Program
Student Discount for Yoga

AccuSport Stadium 
for Rent

Basketball Team helps 
Little Dribblers



The Bellefontaine Les Fons hosted its annu-
al Cabaret this past weekend. The group’s 
show this year was titled “Come alive and 
dance”. The name comes from The Greatest 
Showman, a musical movie about man who 
fulfills a lifelong dream to make a living for 
his family.  
 This year’s Cabaret contains two 
acts. Each act contains group numbers and 
individual solos and an opener. Opening 
Friday for this year was the Junior Show 
Choir Academy, a small group of students 
in grades three through six. They are fol-
lowed Saturday night by the middle school 
Dazzlers Show Choir. One special act 
comes from class of 2020 seniors Quinton 
Bible, Riley Suman, Byron Sopher, Aryn 
Angel, and Morgan Brugler. They chose 
to sing “My Way” by Frank Sinatra to pay 
tribute to their high school memories. 
 Director Stacy Calton, who has 
been leading Les Fons for many years, had 
very nice things to say about the students 
in the group: “These kids have worked re-
ally hard, and they have only gotten better 
as the year has progressed. I love to watch 
their energy when they are all on stage.” by Byron Sopher

Cabaret
Does
It
Their 
Way



Willy Wonka 
Auditions 
Nov. 25

Robotics Ready 
to Take on the 
World

BHS Athletics 
Fundraising with 
Accusport 
Rentals

by Riley Suman

by Anthony Snapp

by Aryn Angel

The Bellefontaine High School is hosting 
tryouts for the upcoming musical, Roald 
Dahl’s Willy Wonka. These tryouts will 
begin on Nov. 25 at 4:00pm.  
 Musicals at Bellefontaine High 
School begin as tryouts during Winter sea-
son, then are performed in Spring. These 
musicals usually have a two-month practice 
period before the performance at the end 
of February. 
 If you are interested, choir direc-
tor Mrs. Calton says, “The student should 
be very prepared with the packet. Specif-
ically, the characters for which they want 
to audition with songs and script. It would 
be helpful for them to do some research on 
the characters even just looking up You-
Tube clips watching the original movie.” 
 The musical of Roald Dahl’s Willy 
Wonka was based off the book Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory, and its 1971 movie 
adaptation Willy Wonka & the Chocolate 
Factory. 

The Bellefontaine robotics team looks to 
qualify for Worlds this year and go farther 
than they have ever gone before. The team 
is made up of senior Dustin VanBuskirk, 
juniors Zane Warren, Micah Wolf, Ben 
Parsons, and coach Sandi Chervenak.  
 For the team to make it to the 
Worlds competition they will have to win a 
signature event or qualify through the Ohio 
high school state competition. At State, 
over 100 teams from all over Ohio fight for 
a place in the top 17 spots to fulfill a dream 
of making it to worlds. First, the team must 
check in the robot to make sure it is legal 
for competition.  
 After that the fun begins. At the 
competition, robots have up to two minutes 
to complete the tasks on the course and 
score points associated with each task. 
All robots compete in three round-robin 
matches, where 3 or 4 robots run simulta-
neously, and those accumulating the most 
points are recognized for being the most 
consistent robots. The team competes in a 
qualifying match which gives them their 
rank. After that is done teams will compete 
in a single elimination tournament to see 
who is best. 
 Last year the Chiefs placed 21st at 
the Ohio high school state robotics tourna-
ment. VanBuskirk says, “It’s a new robot ev-
ery year which means new planning for us.” 
The team has already made it to the semi- 
finals and quarter finals at two different 
show cases this year. The team will be back 
in action Dec. 6 through 7 at another show 
case in Marion, Ohio.  

The High School football playoffs are on, 
so for some teams practice continues. But 
not all football teams have turf to practice 
or play on. That’s where Bellefontaine High 
School steps in. Since we didn’t make the 
playoffs, we have an empty turf waiting to 
be played on. That’s why the district rents 
the turf out to other teams that made the 
playoffs so they can practice and get a feel 
of what turf is like. At the same time, it 
benefits other teams but also benefits the 
school because we are making extra money. 
 A couple of the football players 
said they appreciate the fact that the turf 
is still being used and played on, but at the 
same time it’s painful to watch other teams 
play on their field, the field they should still 
be playing on. The District charges other 
teams $300/hr + another $300 if lights are 
used. Mr. Comstock said if its local teams 
asking to use the turf, he requests that the 
district lower the price, because $600 is 
a lot of money for certain schools to just 
practice on the turf.  
 



Boy Swimming 
Hopes to Make a 
Splash in CBC

West Liberty 
advances to 
Post-season

Chieftains Basket-
ball Teaches New 
Generation of 
Dribblers

by Daja Wilson

by Kyle Carper

by Carter Sterling

With fall sports coming to an end, winter 
sports are here. The Bellefontaine boys 
swim team are excited for the season 
winning CBC’S last season. The boys have 
five seniors returning for the team: Preston 
Henry, Quinton Bible, Brandon Gamble, 
Christian Keene and Jason Miller. Other 
returning swimmers are Junior Jared Salyer, 
and Imanol Calderon.  
 Other members of varsity are Lu-
cas Harrington and Aiden Mifsud. Junior 
Varsity includes Blake Mcdonald, Imanol 
Calderon, David Moody and Elijah Merrin.   
 The boys have many goals they 
want to achieve this season. “Our goals 
are to win CBC’s, get a relay and individ-
ual’s to districts and also have everybody 
drop their times throughout the year” says 
Preston Henry. Some big meets they have 
coming up are their first meet on Dec. 3 
against Botkins and Minster at the Belle-
fontaine YMCA. From there, the team will 
prepare for the Wildcat invite on Dec. 15. 
After that, they have the Chieftain invite on 
Dec. 18 back at the Bellefontaine YMCA. 
The boys home to repeat at CBCs on Jan. 
26.

The girls swim team is in full swing into 
2019-2020 swim season. This year is a big 
year for the Chieftains as they have lost two 
collegiate swimmers of the class of 2019. 
These swimmers are Shelby Starkey and 
Amy Fulmer. This is the chance for many 
young swimmers and to fill the big shoes 
left behind. The girls have won the Central 
Buckeye Conference title three years in a 
row. There is lots of returning talent com-
ing back to the swim team this year. 
 Abby Kite says, “This year is 
going to be a good year for the team and 
challenging every swimmer on the team. 
People will have to step up into bigger roles 

Girls Swimming 
Begins Their Rebuild

by Erin Jackson

Sports

The West Liberty Salem football team 
came into the season with two goals in 
mind, win the OHC, and earn a first round 
home playoff game. They have already 
accomplished both of those goals, but now 
they have a new one, to be the first team 
in school history to be crowned regional 
champs.
 “I think our team has performed 
at a very high level this year and surprised 
a lot of people outside of the program.” 
Team captain and starting quarterback, star 
player Trevor Woodruff spoke about his 
teams success, mentioning that this kind 
of performance by the team may come as a 
surprise too many, besides Trevor and his 
team of course. The Tigers are 9-1, with the 
lone loss coming to a Fairbanks team who 
failed to make the post season, “That one 
loss kind of put a chip on our shoulder, it 
was also a very humbling game, because 
it really showed us what level we had to 
compete at.” 
 The Tigers will look to continue 
their historic run on the Yellow Jackets field 
in Sidney, November 23rd, as they prepare 
for a rematch against the second seeded 
Roughriders, a team they already beat once 
in a thriller earlier in the season. “Their’s 
a lot more riding on this game obviously, 
but the gameplans always the same. Just 
do what we’re best at and slow them down 
as much as possible.” Slowing them down 
could be the key to a repeat result Saturday 
night, despite the Roughriders loss they 
still managed to dominate offensively, with 
39 points. As for a prediction for the game, 
how about a safe one said best by Trevor 
himself, “It’s gonna be a good game.”

Bellefontaine Basketball is known for a lot 
of things. They are a gritty, tough and com-
petitive bunch of guys who love to spend 
time together and compete on the court. 
But these tough guys show off a softer side 
on Mondays in November with their Little 
Dribblers program. 
 The Bellefontaine Basketball pro-
gram puts on a summer camp every year 
for grades 3-8 and they compete and get 
after it for the first week in June. But camp 
doesn’t compare to the Little Dribblers. 
Little Dribblers is when for 3 weeks every 
Monday the basketball program has kids 
grades K-2 come in and work out and par-
ticipate in drills for an hour with basketball 
players and coaches helping out.   
 It’s always a fun time for the kids 
and the players/coaches who get to help 
teach the youth all of what they’ve learned 
over their years of playing the game of 
basketball. It is a competition that most 
kids at that age haven’t experienced yet or 
aren’t used to. The kids will always vary 
in skill levels but with help and over the 
years of these kids continuing to improve 
their games, and the players hope that over 
time they’ll polish their games and become 
future varsity players when they become 
Chieftains.

that didn’t last year.” Kits is one of Bellefon-
taine’s top swimmers; her best event is the 
100m butterfly where she got second the 
100m fly at CBC’s and was on a state quali-
fying relay. Maddi Jackson said, “I am very 
excited for this season to see what we can 
accomplish and hoping to have a 4 peat!” 
Maddi’s main even is the 500 freestyle.  
 The first home meet is on De-
cember third at the Hilker YMCA against 
Botkins and Minister, come out and watch 
the first swim meet of the season.



In the Smart Technology Engineering lab 
at Ohio Hi-Point, students are experiencing 
how to program and “teach” a FANUC ro-
bot. FANUC robots are automated factory 
robots that can be programmed to build 
whatever you tell it to. Students will also 
get a certification when they complete the 
training. Each certification is $5000, but 
is fully paid for by the school. FANUC is a 
popular brand of automated factory robot. 
The robots are capable of performing vari-
ous tasks at a constant and quick pace.
 In the middle of a student’s first 
year at Hi-Point, they will get to start their 
certification training for FANUC. The 
students begin the training with online 
courses that will help get them started 
with FANUC. This course goes over the 
basics of the of the FANUC robot. Such as 
the coordinate system the robot uses and 
the individual joints. The class also begins 

Around Town

Homegrown 
Yoga Offers 
Student 
Discounts

by Karma Williams

by David bruce

Yoga has taken over Bellefontaine. Home-
grown Yoga has been open since 2018 and 
is owned by Bellefontaine native Addy Pas-
saro. The studio is located on North Main 
Street and offers a variety of classes to catch 
anyone’s interest with fun classes including 
Aerial yoga. Growing up in Bellefontaine 
she has seen the growth of downtown. 
Addy is excited to offer something you 
would normally have to go to Columbus 
to get.  
 Yoga is a great exercise for not 
only the body but the brain. Passaro says, 
“Yoga can help reduce the stress of life, 
improve flexibility, boost one’s confidence, 
and help build a sense of community, along 
with many other benefits.” For Passaro, 
yoga is her escape. If you believe you are 
not able to do yoga don’t think too fast. 
Yoga poses can be modified, or different 
classes can help you ease into it. Addy 
would like to get to know you and your 
goals to help find a class that best suits you.  
 They have multiple types of classes 
offered every day at various times to fit 
into your schedule. The goal of the class is 
to leave feeling empowered and “become 
more authentic to who you are,” Passaro 
says. Students get a special discount at 
homegrown Yoga. A month of unlimited 
classes cost $60 (usually $99). While a 
drop-in for one class is $10 (usually $15). 
Addy believes yoga can attract the younger 
generation because there are different paces 
for everyone, not just slow. Also, with the 
stress of school and other things the mental 
benefit can be a big factor to teenagers. So, 
help improve your mind and body through 
yoga right in downtown Bellefontaine. 

Hi-Point offers valuable 
FANUC Licensing to students

simple programming near the end of their 
first year.
 At the beginning of a student’s 
second year, they get back into their FA-
NUC certification training. The students 
review what they learned in their previous 
year. They also do some of the programs 
they did previously. Once the students are 
all caught up on the review, they can move 
on to more advanced programming. They 
will also do bookwork along with pro-
gramming the robots. One of the programs 
that will be a test, is the battery moving 
program. The student needs to program the 
robot to pick and sort batteries, which is 
harder than it sounds.
 The FANUC certification is just 
one of many certifications that a student 
can get while taking the Smart Technology 
Engineering class at Ohio Hi Point.



This past week, three seniors from the 
Bellefontaine High School DECA chapter 
started working on their project for state. 
Advisor Katie Rychener presented the proj-
ect idea to the board asking for a $2,000 
grant, but only received $500. Rychener, 
and the 3 seniors Alanee Yager, Chelsea 
Burkhammer, and Bri Burkhammer figured 
out how to split that money into what they 
needed. 
 Recently, schools have started 
spreading an idea called the 3 E’s. Enroll, 
Enlist, or Employ. This is something to 
gives students options so they know what 
path they will take following graduation. 
The students and advisor decided that us-
ing the 3 E’s as their project would be very 
beneficial and could score them a trip to 
Nationals in Nashville, Tennessee.  
 Alanee Yaeger says, “This is a 
very fun project do to, it is different and 
creative. It gives us a good shot at making it 
to nationals if we present it well.” The girls 
must collectively write a 20-page paper 
on this campaign. They started early to be 
well-prepared for the State competition 
March 13 and 14 at the Columbus conven-
tion center. The top 4 advance to Nationals.  
 “The girls have all the tools and 
information they need, they just have to 
execute it well and plan effectively”, advisor 
Katie Rychener says.  
 Previously last year, only two 
members advanced to Nationals in Or-
lando Florida: seniors Derek Robb and 
Derek Mcnutt. The goal this year is to send 
every senior, as well as some Marketing 1 
students to get a very beneficial experience.  
 Senior Chelsea Burkhammer said, 
“We’ve taken advantage of all the oppor-
tunities given to us, we’ve grown a passion 
for this campaign and that’s going to help 
us execute this project”. The students have 
been planning and researching activities 
they can do at school to include in their 
project like a senior interview and a boot 
camp. 

by Bri Burkhammer

by Ryan Pool

by Brayden Smith

DECA Seeks 
Grant for 
3E’s Senior 
Project

Opinion

Many people know about at least a little bit 
of the Colin Kaepernick story and probably 
have formed their opinions on his actions 
and who he is as a person. Colin Kaeper-
nick was an NFL quarterback he played 
for the San Francisco 49ers and led them 
to a Super Bowl. Kaepernick soon found 
himself in a huge political debate after 
he decided to kneel during the national 
anthem while it was played before their 
games. He eventually found himself out 
of the league largely due to the actions he 
took. If you talked to anyone that knows 
football they would tell you the Kaepernick 
has the talent and based on his skill should 
be in the league still. So after being out of 
the league a couple of years Kaepernick 
held a tryout on Nov. 16, this was held for 
NFL scouts.
 So how does this all relate to a 
high school football player? I have the 
dream to continue my football career past 
high school at the highest level I can get. 
Kaepernick is a guy that held a workout to 
prove that he still has what it takes to play 
in the NFL and that he should get another 
chance to play. This is exactly what high 
school players wanting to go to the next 
level are trying to do. I’ve been to multiple 
camps throughout my high school career 
at each one I am trying to prove that I am 
good enough and that I deserve a chance to 
keep getting to play football.
 Obviously Colin Kaepernick’s 
situations draws in more publicity; he’s a 
former NFL player, he’s in the media spot-
light. Many people look at Kaepernick and 
are either praying he gets another chance in 
the league or hoping he never sees a foot-
ball field again in his life, there isn’t much 
of a middle ground. But what Kaepernick 
is trying to do make an NFL team, just 
like high school athletes trying to make a 
college team.
 Being in athlete unsure of your 
future, you don’t know what a coach thinks 
of you, you make one bad move, you say 
one wrong thing, get injured or sick, and 

The film is supposed to be a realistic ac-
count of the Battle of Midway and the caus-
es of it. Midway starts with a negotiation 
for a trade agreement and a treaty basically 
saying that there will be no conflicts in the 
Pacific. It then cuts to Pearl Harbor where 
it shows the attack on the base. After that it 
shows the events that led up to the Battle of 
Midway.
 Midway was overall a good movie. 
It showed a good account of what was 
happening in the Pacific leading up to the 
battle and during the battle. The characters 
in the movie seemed very believable and 
at least most of them were based off real 
people that fought in the battle. It not only 
showed the historic Battle of Midway, but 
it also showed conflicts like the attack on 
Pearl Harbor and the Doolittle Raid.
 Another thing that I thought was 
interesting was that in a movie like this, 
most people would make all the Japanese 
characters seem like monsters because they 
are the bad guys in this situation. But for 
this movie, the Japanese were shown as 
they should be. They were human beings 
just like the rest of the people, they had 
emotions and they felt like real people and 
not just bad guys in a movie.
 I also appreciated the fact that 
they didn’t cater the dialogue in the movie 
to 2019 standards. They used phrases from 
back then and showed how they talked 
back during the war. One bad thing I will 
say about the movie though is that it is a 
very basic war movie and depending on 
who you are that’s either a good or bad 
thing.
 Midway was directed by Roland 
Emmerich and written by Wes Tooke. The 
film was produced by Roland Emmerich 
and Harald Kloser.

Regardless of How You 
Feel About Him, There’s 
a Lesson to Take from 
Kaepernick’s Workouts

Movie Review: 
Midway

you think you’ve ruined your chances. It 
can be very stressful to anyone trying to 
prove themselves.
 I would like to see Kaepernick get 
a second chance in the league because if 
you have the talent, are willing to put in the 
work, and haven’t done something unfor-
giveable you should get the chance to prove 
yourself as a player.



November 1995: Fall Sports Roundup

Coach Peitsmeyer and the football team 
competed in BHS’s first ever State playoff 
game. Devon Lyburtus won MVP and 
first-team CBC.

Amanda Yoder won Most Team Spirit and 
Most Valuable Midfielder for the Girls’ 
Soccer team.

Mr. Vetorino led his golf team to a 
13-1 season.

Computer enthusiasts are invited to he 
computer club meeting to discuss topics 
like “software, hardware, 
accessories, and online services.”

Coach Davis lead his boys CC team to 
second place in the CBC

November 21, 1963

The school is excited for the Junior Class 
play ‘Meet Me in St. Louis’, which features 
Linda Kerns eating raw chicken hearts and 
Kelly Dearwester getting drenched with 
water.

Magician Jan Berkshire performed card 
tricks for the school.

BHS joined the Miami Valley League 
athletic conference.

The Girls’ Sports season happened last 
week. Sophomores won the hockey 
tournament defeating the seniors 3-2, and 
Diana McBrian won the bowling 
tournament with a 168.

The football team finished the season 1-8-1
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by Liz Stevenson
I could feel my heart beating, it was racing, 
and I couldn’t do anything about it. It felt 
like a person is sitting on my chest, and I’m 
unable to get them off me. I was struggling.  
 An everyday task turned into an 
issue for me, climbing stairs hadn’t been 
an issue until my Senior year at the high 
school. Often, I’m sent home for issues like 
these. I’ve went to the emergency room 
several times for issues like these, or to the 
towns urgent care.  
 Not only do I have the heart 
issues, but I have troubles breathing. I often 
get shots that calm down my asthma and 
allergies. I’m allergic to most things, such 
as animals, and plants. The shots make me 
feel more normal, because most people 
don’t struggle with the same issues as me. 
Although I don’t have issues that could be 
fatal, the panic that comes with the issues 
often alludes to a dangerous issue. 
 I’ve struggled with health issues 
since I was young, many of which were 
self-inflicted. Sport injuries such as dislo-
cating my shoulder or breaking my nose 
which often led to problems, but also led to 
the discovery of issues that could be more 
potentially dangerous. For example, my 
nasal polyps which I had to get surgically 
fixed, and when tested they found it to be 
harmless.  
 More serious issues have come up 
in recent years, many of which are results 
of hyperthyroidism. and have resulted in a 
severe weight loss, fatigue, constant nausea, 
anxiety, and severe exhaustion. Because 
my symptoms are often all over the place, 
its been hard to properly diagnosis my 
problem. Recently, a lead had allowed my 
doctors to get me a proper diagnosis, and 
we are currently on the pathway to solving 
the issue.    
 Being sick constantly put a 
damper on grades and often it’s a strug-
gle to raise the grades back up. There are 
many setbacks when it comes to being sick 
majority of the time. Sickness often makes 
me feel held back, but I’ve learned over the 
years is to not give up on myself, when I 
have health issues. Along with the fact, my 
family and friends will support me through 
the struggles. 

The Climb:
My Lifetime of 
Health Struggles
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Advisor: Mr. C. Miller

Tips, leads or submissions? 
e-mail us at: 
newsdesk@bellefontaine.k12.oh.us


